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man. He framed that prayer and bade his followers
to repeat it, in order to remind them day by day that
the service of God involves infinitely more than
mechanical obedience to a code of laws. My criticism
is that the churches have largely reversed the em-
phasis expressed by their founder in the order in
which he framed these petitions. The second part
of the Lord's Prayer has been treated as primary;
part of the first has been almost forgotten, or mis-
directed and misunderstood.
In Protestant churches it is now usual to replace
the ten commandments from the Old Testament by
the two commandments which Christ is said to have
uttered, and I have no doubt that he uttered:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one: and thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. The
second is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
There is none other commandment greater than these,5
Whether our Lord was the first to say this, or
whether he was merely quoting words which Jewish
Rabbis had used before him, is a question of no im-
portance to those who believe that the final source of
authority is in the conscience of men themselves.
These words, if they mean anything, mean this, that
every man owes an infinite duty to God and his
children, his fellow-men.
All followers of Christ will agree that he said that,
and meant that. Whether as a matter of fact he said
it, is an interesting question of history, but one not so
important as the question whether the saying is true.
We are here faced by an aphorism which all who
believe in conscience will feel to be true. All those
who seek to determine their conduct by the view that
our own personalities are the key to reality will
accept this aphorism as truth. Christians, at any rate,
will accept it as such* But I cannot read the records

